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Abstract

This is a critical analysis of the Egyptian and international press’s coverage of
the dispersal massacre of the Rabaa and Al-Nahda sit-ins, aimed to illustrate the
Egyptian press freedom to cover the event, the relationship of the press to the
power of the coup d ‘état of July 3, 2013, and the disclosure of the frameworks
presented by the Egyptian and international press in covering the event, and its
impact on public opinion.

The study used the comprehensive media survey methodology and provided
a qualitative analysis of the content published by samples from Egyptian
press including national, parties and private newspapers, and samples from
the international press. Reports of human rights organizations were also used
to obtain information that could be used to judge and evaluate Egyptian and
international press coverage of the event.

The study concluded that there was a match between the discourse of the
Authority and the Egyptian press’s coverage of the event. The Authority
controlled the Egyptian press and used it as a means of misleading and
preparing the public to accept the process of dispersal, justifying the process
and controlling the public’s reaction. The study also showed that the Egyptian
press manipulated public opinion trends by chanting false information; One of
the most critical being propaganda to tarnish the image of the sit-ins, and that
dispersal is a defense of Egypt’s national security against terrorism. The results
of the study also illustrated the Egyptian press’s distance from media ethics,
because of its bias, the content it produced from the massacre was not so much
as decisions taken by professional journalists resulted from the authority direct
orders that forced the newspapers to rely on their official sources. In this period,
the Egyptian press was losing its freedom, did not provide the masses with
knowledge about this major and dangerous event, and did not do its job to bring
about the cohesion and unification of society. Instead, it worked to stir up hatred
and increase polarization, tarnishing the image of the Muslim Brotherhood who
got the majority in parliamentary elections and tarnishing the image of President
Mohamed Morsi.
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Despite its importance, the international press showed its disregard for the
event, its poor provision of knowledge to the Western public, comparing to its
coverage of the Tiananmen event in China, some of which sided with the military
coup d ‘état, against the Muslim Brotherhood. The study showed the Western
press’s predominance of national interests over the human and professional
dimensions. This was reflected in the lack of coverage, obfuscation of the event,
the attempt to conceal the crime against humanity committed by the coup d ‘état
authority, the failure to defend democracy in Egypt, and double standards in
making publishing decisions and covering the event.
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